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" >l~D"'" 0:< A>lA, 1962

on much of .U >isnilican« Irom <I............ndinl It ~B'ords 01
,I\( chanei"c "".un 01 J.p" poli,ial lift. The <rilil ptnniu
'M lDtawrm>m' of 'M r<l.ti~c Cl'lKth of ......;o. polilial forte.
in 'M ,nns"ion of J'pa" from domin'l>« of. _uc.u,;n
bun.. lOml'ic p'CnllWllt 10 an tra 01 cocllmdi,. Io«eo. M, ....t.
l""'" i. to ""'..,.,i.... Yam.,..,', pan in thio ....en, ..... Wl:ich h..
inB...."", at tho- bqinni"l 01 lite T.>.hO pttiod.

.1RST STAGE: WITHDRAWAL 0.' SAIO:")1

TIK T.~ en,;. _>'Cd ,hroulth se>'cnl definable .....Il""
Tht fin' ""'y "" datal fron' ,he cabinet m«ti", of No.=~r22.
1911!. at "'hi'h Gtnmll Uehara. the War Mini••n. llRSmltd •
1>1... for 'he organiu.ion of ''"'0 new .nDy di,-,,,o,,.. 1~ Wa.
Mini.,....gucd. r,m, ,h., in 1907 'he Mtiji "'''1'''<0' bad ",).
1"0_'.1 ,he addi'ion of lou. divi.ion., of "'lIkll only tWO had
boxn o'g.nittd .nd. I«Ond. ,h., Japan', inh'''''''' in M..och ... i•
• nd the m.in''''''n« of order in I{oo-ca r¢<Iuirtd a I....... anny.

The pl.n ..... unanirnowly .,jetted by 1M cabln,'. for lhe
Stiy~'.II. Prime Min;,le, Saionji'. pa'lJ. had bftn ,el""l«! in
;\by wilh an a!lool"le majorilY in I"" H\)I,lK 01 Reptat"ntui~ ..
ple.lrd '0 «onoIII;" in JO>ftnlDCn'. A«ordins1y. SaMlnji had
onkrftI _h I"'"ft'TI....... tkpa'lmml 10 ,((Iu<e ;u bWld by 10
'0 l~ .- un•. The .rmy Iud uimmcd 1.9!IO.ooo~ fr iu
80.000.000.,..... buoJ«et. bu, now il ..,.. inwins 'hat Ih" sa ...
be dieYot((l 10 lbie nublil/lllD(ftl of t_ new anny d;~noon..' In
,II( nbinn~ _ ........... ad ......l.. of lhe policy of I""'
(I"_nl roduction i.. apmdi,urti.~~ llut ,II( nary',
rarlin' .rq..... ioo" upansion had b(m dm.ird.nd Ulallll( anny',
.."""'ntis _Id not only wi~ OUI i.. _n .....11 ....i"l' tMil re
'Iuirr .dditional I"nlh whkh would "ndrnninr ,"" ..'holl: pion
lor admini..n.i.'e «'OnOtni(S.
~n=1 Urh.n·. rrpra'ed au....p" to pr<1uade hi, o:ollragun

did not lohrn lh(ir ."i'''',I(. B"l he ~..is,((I. rncoungrd by 1M
kn",,'Iet!g. ,h., he h.d ,h. f,rm backing 01 Vo..,ag'l" Ct:ncnl
Urhora .i,ilrd V..nag... " hit .ill. in Odowora on 1(.....1occ"
,iolU in o'drr '" m,kr .ur. 'hOI 'hr army was .«ei.ln8 ,h.
'1'1'1"'" of Ihr I.,.ding eld.... ""(>m'n. In fOCI. whik in 'he lorr·
g'O\lnd ,he War Mini...... p'noed for hi' objeni.... bc:hind 'his



C3bin~, ''''ge V.tn'g.l. m.n~u"~r~d '0 ,,'in o"or kory ('gur.. '0
,h~ .rmy'. point 01 vi~",. H~ endea>'or~d ron' '0 seeu..., lh~ .up
por, 01 hi. lello'" ge",',; .nd ,hrough ,hen, to jn~uenc~ c.bine,
membe... For eumple. On ,he d.y Gtn~ral U~h.ra pr..~",td hi.
phn '0 ,he ".bin~,. ''''0 of V..n'g"", poli,i",1 I;elll~n.n" vi<
i,~l "'..,uh,. in K,m.lur. ",i,h ,h~ hop" nf ","U'ding him
to .upport I"maga'a'. po>i'ion. Ma',uh,.', r..ponse w.' nu' ~n·

lir~ly n"8",i,'e• .oj{ ,here i••bsolu'~ly no w.y of postponing i..•
['he .rmy', pl.n lor exp.n,ion]. ~h"ul... ,old hi. ,-i,iton. "on~
h.lI migh, be pu' into ~lf"", ,hi. y~" .nd ,he other h.lf JOl11~

o,h~r Y""." Bu, ~r."uk......ldtd ,h~ ,hought lh., Vam.p'.
mUst be h~ld r~'pon,ibl~ for .ny problem, ari,ing nu' of ,he
army'. dem.nd,. "Since ,here ,urely ",ill be .n explo.ion >no","
he ••id, "we must ,hink (j/ how i, c.n be hand ltd. ,\, .uch • time,
V.m.g.'. i. ,he only One On whom we c.n r~ly, "" ,~Jl him In,
,h~ ..k~of th~ nation, pi..", k""p ,hi, in mind.'"

Vam.g.,. "'•• ~"~n I... 'urceMful in promoting hi. pool'ion
wi,h olher prominent ".,esmen. Inoue K.om, ,he ge,,,,; d .....~<
'0 big bmin.... cird.., ,upported ,he c.bine'·. 'e'renmmen, pol.
k)' .•·ield M••",.II Oyun. eneourag'"<l pcmponemen' (jf ,h~ pl.".
,\hhouSh he lo,er ch.ngtd hi. >t.ntI, ~.en K...u... ini,i.lIy op
p""'d ,he pl.n. l>e:spi,e ,hi. lock of .uppo" lrom .mong 'he
unk. of 'he promine", eMor ""e.men, ,he ."ny cnn'inutd '0
1"'" lor iu schem~. Thi, ,n ,'self would ICOm '0 indic.'e ,h~

~xtrUlrdinarypoli'icol inft","ce which Vam.g.'. wi~Jdal. Prime
~Iini,.. r Saionji h.d 1""",n lor IOm~ month. ,hat ,he ormy d~

,irtd n~'" divi,ion., bu, in ,he kno"'lrtlg~ ,h., ,he ~leiji Emp"«"
"'ould di..ppro"~ he h.d no, leored i,,' Ru, now ,he Meiji En,·
pe.o. "'., de.d .nd ,he ."ny, "'i,h ,he b.cking 01 V.map'., felt
i, w., ,ime '0 ..l~ .dv.n,.S" of ,h., lu,.

Ah~. ,he cobinet "'ttting of NO"em""r 29, Ceneral Oka, ,h~

"'.r Vi<~M,ni"<r, ,,'., "'tit '0 Oda"",ra '0 repor' 10 V.",.g;"•.
,\lthough '1 i, nO, known ...h.l l..n.pi,~d .. V.mag.'.·, viII., •
d""i,ion w., eviden'll' made 1o. V.n.aga,a '0 "'<,.,.~ to hi. 'toi·
tI~nce in <I.. c.pital ,he nex' d.y. In .ny ~v.n" i, ",",on ,h~ n•• ,
J.y ,ha, ,he IV.. Minist~r ",c~i,'a1 ,he c.bin~", last .eject'on
01 his plan. Leaving ,h~ mee'ing h. proceedal 'mmali.'ely '0
V.m.S'.. ', Toly<> ....i,l.nee '0 .epOT' ,he outcOme .ntl pr"'um·



"
ably '0 ''''',.; •.~ al'P""'-a.I 10, ~ , step. On 'M I'OOndl u....
,he Med for ...... di.· a q ion alfMinr; W ""'ion",
l«",i'1. rherdty Knoll be pt;..;. of d;,IO<' a«N 10 ,he
lIuonc: ruar.>nl«d in .he Conoti,u,ion. llu! War Mi"i\<.er pro
<ft<kd (on I>ft;cmbn i) dirKlly to oM paba ..b<tt "" ....bmi"m
hi:I ra.....cion to u.. Empnw.

I'rio< '0 lhiI bold "-"'. and in onIn '0 d ...U3<k u.. War
Minio'C'" f..,... hi> ,hreol 10 leaw u.. <;lIbi~ •• Saionji had ..ioite<!
hmas.ta 0" ....~al _ion, to _1 hi> _iot."u. In carll in·
..ance "" h.ad rrai"m little .. , ..fanion. Ontt 'he War Mini ..
had roi«nftl, s",ionji ..~ "l"olly unsuaasf..l in "ini,'I V •
p,o'. aui.l.OlK1O in _kinl I teplaumc:n•. Saionji's plus ".:le
IOI,,'tre<! by ".ong .uggo'iOll' ,h•• I ""mpromiS<:' oelll<1nm, <>/
11", ,,,,<>-di,-i,ion ,....t be tU'le. Significsnlly, in 0"• • ".hlnge
V.m.g.....m"ked, "Thi. i' All tim. for m. 10 in,.,I.T•. The
only wsy '0 teLl;n II.. mili,,!')' i. '0 ''''I'''"''' • me».agc rrom 'he
Emperor. flu, "'hile it wu • dilforrn' m,,,., "'he" 01.. Mcij'
Empt"or w:>., .li,., .... mull • .-oid wo.ryint; ,h. prrsm. t:mpcror
abou. wdI 'hingo bf,<.u~ ~ if Mill young:" ;\lunwhilt••l1 '''''y
oIIXtn tliaiblt lot .~ alNnt. pool >i'ted not tO~. Atmnl.
inc '0 '01 Imptri>1 Ordilt>nct iMum ., Y>tn>pl'" btheu in
1900. only >eli,.., gtntI',h of I~ uppt. rank.< Wttt tliJiblt:.

In tI... """",. '~'''''yl irt, ....i«m<t ltd to 11K rtoicn>.ion
ollht 5>ionji abi_ on 1lt<tr4btr~. 191t-

r,,,,,, ~ptn 'nd publir pblfonn> 01_ aico .,.inM tht
COIkept oll">'tI'fImtftl wh;ell i..... llltd tht ",ilil'ry ItO'll poIi.i·
01 a>nUoil 'nd allowed' otrfitt "'inioln .0 lopp\t' alNrott. in
...hid! ht ~ , ",,,-ity of ont. Centrol Udt>r.t wu publicly
6tnourKtd lor hio r.tOh .... ;om.; ~'~p ...... 'll>t:ttd in I~

prtu .. tht o •..,,.,hrowtr ,!WI~ 01 tht cobi"",. In one of
hi' r.trt pruo inltl"'itw'J, Yarnap•• dtftndtd himltJ£ by Ultt'<ing
'NI "finmci>1 difficul.y i' rnpon'iblt lor .ht ...-_m abintl
c.i,i....." Y.....pl...gut'll ,h.. 00 luge 'ddilion,l P"'''u lrom
tilt N.,ion.1 Trtuury ,,·t.t bting .,ltd tor 'Old .h.. il w.. nol
Umt..on.ble 10 me lIlt ",'ings eft.,."ed by , redUCtion in olher
.""J ""llCn,Ii"'..... '" acco"'l'li,h 'he milil'!)' e"p.n,ion whid'
"''''luired immedi..e ."e"lion .nd could 0101 be del.yed ~...
tWit, d.y:··



...-..
It .eco'.. 1;,,, '" .ugc>< <I"" '·~I..~K~•• ·••ul~1 llt<"i<l...l the

rt.l ~l<oonc: of .he .nny"....nce; h"d 1M, d'''"prOl'N of .ht
plan j, is unlikdy tlUI il wou.ld h",~ beer, I"'ohtd " ,h........
"",nL £qllally ..",ttni.bk ... 'M be. ,h., lqi.bti(ln ;nopifal
by YaJIUII"tll"'lllohot, 'M lilt of m.. S>ionji cabinet. fI..,.o~
1M' , .•map JOk obj«ti." to btl.. dooo.... ,"" Sa;"";;
ubi_ is .."i ;..... -no.. 1.1tt ' imony 01. Soionji lI;"'tcl!. ••
..-dl :H ,Ju. of h" fi""",", Miniu.n••btol.',.. \.•"...,.... and in<!;'
,.,.10 Iw:~~ p"......cd to WOI'l< for • a:.n......_ ""~t
,,-hm 'M obi_ .~. :-;e-~<hdeoI any lloib;li" in hi>
'''ppOIl foo tlte y'. dftn;o...h ame '00 I'K 10 .."'" 01 'M,-.bo_", .ftlS'U .

5£C01\1> STAGE; S£U::CTION OF KATSURA

-n... fall of """ s..ionji ...iniu.ry "'if.td .uttuion from 1M
army'l detnlondJ lot own di~i>.ions I" 1M q.-ion of ,Iw: mili,a'y,
,o,,,m1 of ,he <.bin.....nd .... mt.", .-I to I",,~ iu ,-jt.... orI

,ht cabi..........pi'y. II ...,.. ,IIi, bote. q....'ion ,,·hi(l. bee"",,,
dIe he." of.he poIi';al <on";", .r><J .." ,1M: 1<..... for ,lot >«ond
"'K< '" .11oo Tai"'''' v ..;'. In ,1>0 _o"oJ ..~ of ,I... T.ilM
Cri.i.. 'M i..uo o.'e, ..'hieh i. h"d "ri~n "'''' "'"t"h",low.d by
b,o;od.c .nd mor.Jignilic"~nr'1 ..... io.,..

Soionji'J ,aign.tion w., follo"'ed by • fonn~h. of compll.
e."..l negoti.\ion, '0 find. I....· I'dme .\Ii"i"••. III 'Iuicl Jue·
, ... ion fo", 'lu.lir...1men d"di" ..llI,. nomin.lion. One of them,
,\,l",inol \'.",.motO Combei, turned dO"'n ,he oR.. wi,h "
poi"...1 , ..nOll, "Th. Cll....h;:, l••d.... .or. '''l'o",iblc fo> ,hi.
poli,iClOI <hao.; In ,hem be ropo",ibl. fot ,..,'.... i"g o,d...'"
rhi••llu,ion '0 '·.m.Ir'''' '" • le"d..- ol,~ Cho.h~ Ioc,ion dio

.1 .....1 .nother di....",ioon in ,hi, poli.i",1 uhi.-eo"Hie. 1>0:,....,.,.,
,h••rrn)"Ch6lhQ "",.ion .nd .Iw:: n....y·s. ..u1n. f"".ion.

In Ihei, '01. '" Ittton 01 tlw:: I',ime ;\1 ini"..... Iw:: ",nr,; met

"lIn,* ..-y d.y x,....'" of ,·ili,,,.,. ""lied on ,."........; he.
in ,u,n IfICI>ellIft1 .nd ..'.... , him...l1 .0 _II p<OIpccli>C
'''nd;,I.'a ' r..... \'~'" rook .he lnd in "yin. to p<n_1t
..,.ionli .0 ' ,n in o6tt-con "". "'hieh would _ '0 ~
....nttl> to ,hot «>n<h..ion .Iu' be Iud not pre<:ip;"'ed ,.... 0;';'
in o.da .........hrow Soionji. In the IDtd'I lor " "'"" .'t....



.. n,'~"''''' ....... 1!l6'!

Miniot hmapl~ .... pbctd in a <.lilkuh "............ a prl'dia.
....... ' ht m.....~ in 1M f<lIlowi", words:

Op_ had ..0 de.Ut to invol~ himsoolf in 1M poIiliol Iidd
and I....... ~ Ions bdor.. muoN '0~ ... Ibn.. _
only k"l>ul1l and ",,...,11 to ...~ du,~ of a d,lIituh ,;,p>lion.
Uo",,,u,,, I ..... nc>... acnnal of hanoI aluoM ~ downbll
of .he So.ionji obinn .". propl.. : _ would e'"nl liv me
killed. Btti<b. I .'" mne1r :Ii >Oldi... root I politician. II I
.hould ,.ke ch.,~.. 0' ,hfc ,i'ua,io" ""'... it "ould only add
<onlu.ion. Ne" ..tih.i(~. ,h. ",,,,inuane.. or ,he f>leStn, .i'PI'
';on withnu. '0)'011.. In held ,h.. go>'ern",.", "'''. (01' ,tit ..k.
or ,he Ia'e and r>teJ<:nt E"'p"<t"••nd ,h. nllion, intolerable.
I W>$ ,he,d.,..,. forcnl. 100- the »k. 01 .tw:- moo lly. '0 Ilk•
..harg<: of ,t>e ptrpluing ,;,potion wi,h ..'h "I'h Ie-
m.i~ with _,'

Til.. other vol'll hM:I <Qm( to 1M 'ptttIXn, ,hi' l'.map"
~Id<'- bnWtt'll hi_If and K :o. "riot bu..... ""Iow
Ch60hii dalWlUn. a .......inm. ",ili,"'1' and an in.im....
frimd and ptoIqf of"~... IIad ,wa bcfort....-vcd <ht "".
,ion as Fim Mini....... A, ,hal '_n', ho~. buun. was in
.~ Ii", mon,,," 01 hi........i<~ lO ,"" you", "a~ arch a.
boch Gland Chambnlain and !..old Pri..,. ~aL If~ ~~

'" lu~ ,ha, poo"ion and /<InrI a ntwl"''''rnm",". ~ _ bound
." I~nen'~ Ii~r<t poli,inl.,pp""'ion.

W',h mi'I'~'ngt. Yamal'"" r«ornn,.nd~d '" 'M Em"..",
,h., K.lOur. I>< r.<lunIN to (olm lh~ n.xl 1"'·~Inm.n,.· Th~

.nnoun<~m~nlon l>«~ml><r 17 ,h.. K.IJUla would lorm • ncW
1O,'unm~n ....... I'''''"d by wid..p,ud oppooilion. Ka•.IU.. ••

d..un' in.o .he pol.,ol ar,O. (n)m a """ •• ion at <""., had 'M
app".rall<~ ol • <oun o/liocial I«~i~inl 'mpnial oall<'ion I.,.
i...."U<'Oons dnf.w br hi.......I£. Poptlla. ind""";"'" ""'. ,hw
al'OUK<f br lhot ..nbi. I".,..«.ion f'..... nit;.;,.", 1'.11....•••ppo;n'·
........ implinl. II;' witl~ '" inyou ,hoi: Ealp<>'or'. POW'" in
"'Pnl..", hi. nbi..... <Onr.nncd .hot oppooi,ion in its .n ..
Polilol pa.flia joined in de_l\l:i.. Y.....p ... f<w llaci .
l«,ed K.uu.....nd Olpn""" • """""""" lO dcfnl ,hot _
mini.",..

In ,~s«ond "'P' of.~ cri.is, wh;'h ~nded w.,h ,he f<wma·
l ....n of "'."u... ·• min;'..y. ",m'K'" h.d d ...ly ex...,,,\ hi. K"';"



ioO".o,., h i, I"" ,hat io ..,Iec'iog "'...",.. he h.d Ihe "'PI"'''
of S.woji '0.1 Ihe ac<juicsc.oce of ,he olhe. g<0'6, bUl il w"
pdmarily hi, ,..pom;bili'Y. He undoubledly could h",'e pre.
,-.n'ed "."u",·, ,e,urn to poli'icol ol~ce. He <host 001 10: ood
d.,'cl"pl1><::o" in Ihc neXI ...ge pe,h.p•••u....! him 10 "'l"" ,h.,
deci,..,,,,

THIRI) STAGE: KATSURA'S ~[ANEUVERS

In Ihe ,hi,d ...g. of Ih. T.i,h" cri,i•. K.uula 'ook .ud.ciou>
".po '0 Sllenglhen hi. po;i,ion io hi. <,oo"onl.. i"o "'ilh Ih.
lull .... "I Ihe "ppo;;tion. The DiOl ....ion "pened 1.le in I)•.

ccmbcl ju..., p,"mincn' members f,om bolh i.. m.jor \,... i<>.
the Se,y"k~1 and ,h. Kokumint6. had fo,med ,he So<:ie.y (ot ,he
I',ol«,i"n I1f ,he Coo.. ilu,;Oo, l'>C<lica,ed 10 ,he defeat of ,he
olig.r<h~'. '0 Ihe p.imacy of polilical p.a".....nd '0 ,he ,.fc·
gu.rtli"S oflh. eoo<tilu,ion. ,hi, org.oi,.,ion m"....ed ,uPI"'''
,h,o"Sh n,w'p'I><::1 .nd m.ga,ine a"id.., public m""ling>. and
,lcmon,"..k,n •. Spukc;men of Ihe So<:ie,y "ir••d I.rge m",,'ing>
,,'j'h ,hou1> of '"Go"Clnm.", by bure.ue""ey i.> like go,·emm.n'
b)' e"nuch, in China. The Jap.n... people ...•nd ,he bu",.u·,
cral. belong 10 ''''0 diffe«nl Tae.., 'hc ooc dC",jncd 10 .lTide by
eon"i""ioo.1 go"'H'menl .nd ,he olhe. '0 dC"troy il," The
aro",cd li"e""l'$ "',,e exholled '0 eog'~ in • "w.r 01 poli,ieol
in,lepe",lem.," and 101.1 Ih., '",he I.,me. ,""ouloJ In....ke hi.>
.p.de, ,h. merchant hi. ab.eu" '0 join ,he 'ITOY o( ind.pen'l_
.n'-.,"" In mid-Janu••y .el"..c"'.';.·.. f.om aU ar... 01 J.p.n
&"~,he.ed a, Ihe Impe.ial Ho'el in Tokyn. puoed .coolu,io", and
strenglheoed thei. del..-m;no'iort '0 forcc • ,ho,,'down will, the
" ...,,'" gov••moettl. Pn,y lead.,. ."ch ., O,.ki \·u.io of .he
~ei)'"k"i .nd Inu'ai Ki, heO\1 of ,he Kokumiot6• ..,n.w. unique
oppot",ni.y '0 reduce Ihe power of Ihe bure.ucr.cy.

A. ,he .mi'governm.'" e.mp.ig.. of ,h. pani.. g.ined m,,·
menrt,m " .«ci,·ed aid from w;,hin Ihc bureaue.acy i...,lI. R._
..mful 01 Ih. w.y " ..." •• had ,ied Ihei. h.nd, by i",'o.i"g
impe,i.l orde••. promi ..enl o"'y leaders encouraged Ihe "ppo';'
lion, eo"", K.b.y.m., Ihe ..,oio, Sa"uma ....·.llud.r, <li,";,cd
K..."",·, le..le"h'p a"d d.~"cd Ihe poli,;cal cri.i, in mch ~

w.y a. to gi,·. comfon ,,, 'h. p."y poli';....... "Th. >!",sgle nllW



," "" ..." .,...., l~,~

P"lo" in ,... 1I""~"rn.:t" ~0Kl , ... "I>p<>s"jon;' "" ~ •..,n..I,
~io a MrUSlJlt btlwr:tn CM.h nd 'ht )I:~'ion:'" .\dminl \~ID.lI'

.....". ,ht .......1"'" f~ of ""'y. abo C-"'t nx""':"f':t""n,
,,, 'ho: poli'kal "I'P"""""'. Indenl. ht ..... '" play. 11« ,,( 'ole
in ,he downf:>J1 of 'ho: Ital>..n n>in;"ry; b." &.... Ita, ,~ "'a.\e
.lItn d ........ o><&nl<"r ,ht l'O"'i"ll'""""rt.

Ita ·• """ttf in o><&",<'O<,inl 'ht ~Iion ,,,,A ,,,"
I"n.... ant tDtthod ......... auftDl" 10 <q»""t hi lf £mou 'lot
mflutt><t of ,Itt K<"'''' by pnMladinl Ofht.. 'ba' ht ~........ ,It-
ptn<kn' "pon \"lD.lIg.;o,a. Hi. L1ed.ion '0 demotUlra't lit. "tdt

I"'nUen<t wa• .-e>1ty an '"""'I" 10 depri." bi. "P1'0nm" <>f ~
nujo. "'''''pon 01 .uack by d<:'<l><ing bim",1f • f.ee ag..''''. In
l~mlltr. K.,,,,.. €.Ik<tl ..... \·.m.gaL. and 'old him. "No,,· Ih.,
I .n' '''''!",ROible lot 'h" (.binel the,••hould be no ',,'~m 10.
''''ubli''g \'Ou fot ..hir" "" 1'0li,,,,.1 I',ohl"m•. 1'1".", f"d f,et'
'" 'C$I ., \'ou, ,·ill•• ,,<1 oboer"" 'he oc""".'"" In .Il ill''''~ k i,h
""'pone. in mKlJ'nu..y, K.'""a "iN '0 (oun",n", 11 hu'-y
<li'id'''' of his <"",[ue, by "~I'I.in;ng. ro,... ,h.. h" h.,1 "'"
.....glll 'ho: ollKa 01 Cnnd Ch.mbe.I"n an<l loOrd l'ri,-v Se.I;
",",ond. ,b., his posi'ion ., ,he 1'.I:ott .n<l ;1> ..,p.a..lIon from
lC""'ernrn"", albi.. had l"""'tn'N him I,om <"""ibu'ing ,u ,he
>U!u,ion of ,ht <ri>is., 'ht 'i""" of Saionj" .C>isrution. Ik .....1
,he "'pori" ,hat ht now Id' 'his .i' ....'ion _ altnN ,0Kl. a
he IlIw. ~,ht K<"'ro wHl b.,,,, .....h'''I to ..y abou' my lu,u", JI"O"€ftd,,.. .- .m I bound '0 any of ,he peamt poli'ical p.artft
br a"y 'ib. I am now on a lOOt... of abool ..", indeperlo.lotn«.~"

Il.....,k-o ouch as ,line _np 'h. bdid 'h.a' K....... "'"
ri,ber d.iILi"l .ny from Of alttrnp'inllO p1xt' himtdf be)on<l
\·.nup..·• inll_1t. In I"'inl of ba, ,he "'la'Oo..... il. btt,,~
"amapla anti b\>Un wof not .. i' on« had beom. "a..un·f
Il"DtfOU. opinion 01 hi"""lf, hi. anuoya""" a' b..'i,,« bftn de
,.. ,eJ '0 'ht """,ion of Cnnd Chambe.I.'n and Lord 1',;.-, Seal
.. ,he ;"..i/l:a,ion of Ya"'.g..a, >rod 0'''' 0.- 'wo o,he. jllei<!enl>.
h..l I'I(I.I"cN a €hange in ,h~i, "'Ia'i""" "."u,a·.dtel.",;.,,,
nl "'a!>wllll' i",lcl"'nden(e"' r"Jlh•• ""in...l ..,",im,•. b'" hi.
"0"' lac,ic 01"'0" ""'ell:<I Ihe,,' e,lI i,ely.

"."ura·. >«0,,<1 ",o,h",l of buil<l;ng "I' hi. 1",lirleol .'rcngrh
" .. ,,, 10m, • I"'lir;'-~1 I"'''Y. II,,, h" 1',,,, ...,1,,1 in a ,k"iou.



rna"'..... On ,h" 0". hand h. Iw "'a",.gala '0 beli.,. ,h.. h.
could "'Ile "'i,h 'he opp",i,ion in ,h" Die.. R....urW. hmaga,"
re-pond",l in. I."e. '0 ,he I'rim. ~Ijni$le" "Und•• presen' COn·
di,ion.. ,he a"ack 0" ,he oliVech)' und.r ,h. guise of p,o,oc,ing
,he eo""i,,,,ion <o",inu., .. _"" ,ha, ,h. "ra,eg)' of forcing ,he
go...",,,,e"'·, "o"",,lall ,hrougl, p0l'"lar presoure gro""' more
m.n.cing. Th" only polky ,,'hieh ,,"ill ,.He 11,. «>Un'')' i•..U IOU
""y, .• n '.»:ml< 0" d,. c.n'e<,' lIearing (1)'0'" de..nuin.,iou. I
ha..., nu fc.,., for 'he n>lion:'" The cxpr...;on """"'ul, On tk
ccntcr."' rdeITw '0 ,h. dc,-ic. of proroguing Or ",'en di""j,-ing
,hc Ilo""e of Repre""",.,i""" or of rommand ing a m.jori'y "Ole
by I"" ,aupulo,", mN'" in order '0 defeo, ,h. opp""i'ion in ,he
Di.". Ye, .. th. ""me lim. ,b., K.u"r. lriw '" 'c..."," r.m.·
gala. h. d.,mornlr>lW hi, I.ek of c<>nfid.ncc in h.ndling ,he
l~,,,i,. in ,he Hou"" of Repr~n'.'i'-c> by .«i,-d)· pl.nning the
form .. i"n of a nc,,' 1"Jr'Y. For ,hi. nlO,-e h. g.infd nei,hcr Y.ma·
g... ', ')mp.,hl no, hi. ,uppor,; in,lc",1 dIe d<l>e aw>cia,,,, 01
Y3m,p". ma,,! 0' "'hu", o«upiw ",au iu ,he H",... <>f I'"e,".
,-."i,,('<1 Katiu ... ', i",·i,.,ion lO join hi, par'Y.

Despi'e ,ueh dilficuhies, K.uura .nn<>un<;ed hi, pl .... '<> form
a p.ny. lI'ill, ,he euu.. ,h., 'he budge' ".", no, let prin,w. hc
OUCCcctleti in gelling a fifteen.d.y ",,'en,ion of ,h., Die,', roce....
pUlling off ,he opening of i" .... ion from January 21 '0 F.bru,,!'
5. In .hi, in,.,,·.I, ., praide,,' of ,he n... ly n.n\Cd [)6shik~i,

K."",. gath.red 'ogClh.r. group 01 bure.uc,"", di""n.." fr<>",
one 01 ,he ,Wt> INding p.nics, .nd ind.penden, con",""ati,-.,
Irom ,h. lo"'er f~ou", '0 10m, hi. pany. Th. lonna I in.ugur•.
,ion of ,he D6J!li~di did no, ,ak. place un,il february 7••h."
,he opcning of ,h. Di.. ..,.,ion.

V.n,.gala gre.. incr.a,ingly une..), .bout K.ISu ...·••.,i,u,l.
,,,,,J actiono, Di"urbetl by r.por" ,h.. ,h. inAuencc 01 \h. g<nr.;
"'as '0 tx, reduced, di,,~ a' K."u..·• <>lC,",-,i,-. ""If..,.",fid<ncc.
he ""s d i,,,,.)'.d by ,,·h.. he h.ard 01 hi, ..h.m. lor h.ndl ing ,he
Die,- H. ""S informw ,h.. K."ur. plannw '0 pmrogue or di,·
001,.. ,h., f~<>u.. 01 Repr...n'.. i,-.. if 3n impcochm.m I"',hio"
,,'as 10.....'.rr1w '0 ,h., Emperor, .nd if • no«>nfid.ncc mo,ion
".•• in,rodu=! he ',,'ould .110 i, '0 pa" and h..-. ,hc c.bin.'
,.esign. In ,h. I.".r case, h drul.,ed ,h", "'" g<n.~, no,," in·



,"
eluding S>.ionji, "'",uld be [orew '0 'rquc" him to ,em.;n in
office, for it "'''"' Saionji ...·ho h.<l <1l(UUroged him '0 Ie..'. the
1'.1>« .nd ' ....Iller politic.! Ii/c. Upon hruing ,hi> odIem•.
Y.m'g"~" demanded 10 know ...h" wa. behind it, " ...."'. denl..l
he ""a...rio"'ly proF""ing weh • cour>c .no.! uaffirm"" hi. loy"
ol,},; but Vamag.,.', dOilbu wcr. reinlorced. and he mu.. h.,-•
•greed with ,he "·ord. in a leuor from. conserv.'i...., rollugue:
"The praellt politic.1 cri,i. mU'l di"urb you in man}" ways .n,1
it must be • di"pl'oin,men, to 0« P,in,. K'''ura !",m • new
poli,ic.1 p.rty. While I'till"( "."ut. gro",', apart fr<Kll IOU and
1;'1<:", more '0 COlO and o,hers, ,he;r pl.", will no, ke<:p hi,
polk)" hom f.iling. Then he will try tn .hih ,he bl.me '"
)'011. "I'

FOUItTH STAGE: K,\TSUlI.A"S DOWI\'F,\LL

The ",,,,,,ing of ,he Die' <>" Februory ~ ..-a, the beginning of
the lou"h .ml c1im.c,ic St.ge in the T.i,ho crisi,. While K.t·
sun', lieulen.nts "'ele bu,ily ,rying to ,"'ell ,he rank< of tJoe
IXJshihi, the .nti-go'·emment lude.. continued to de,,,lol' their
"nttgy fo' defe.. ing K....... by g.ining the suppOrt 01 .n
"ou..,d popul""c through meeting> in Tokyo. A m.jor Iri.1 01
,,,ength .seemed incvitablc. "That politic.1 changes .uch .. hOlc
not YCt been ",imcssed in the c"untry atc pending. no J.panese
publici" doubts" "'c,e tbe opening "'o,ill of.n editori.1. ",hich
,hen "'elll on 10 speculatc. "'Ihe fight bel"'een the Itolden of
po,,"cr and thc compelilO.. for it is w.~ing "'"mer e'ery week.
It looks rlOW .. if rio 'lu'''cr ",ould be given or ..ken... if the
n>liorl h.d grown wc.ry of 'COOtting to oomprom''''''' the e.,iest
"'.y of wIving. dilficult situ>l;on and .s though it ""'"e bent Oil
the final o"enhrow of ol;garchy and the e".bl i,hme", "r genuine
.cp,e",nt'li"" go"em",enl:'" The pr...,n« 01 o,'e, • ,hou.. rld
police in 'he "ic,nity 01 ,he Die< building on Feb.u.ry ~ indio
ratctl th .. the deliberations "'c,e nCll going to ,.ke pl.ce in ,he
.pi,i, of ham,ony .nd corlcil;..;",,; the f«ling or 'n i",,·i,.ble
,Ia.h h.d gr""'n "ronge, on.lI side•.

The opening ."",ches 01 ,he Diet we ..e ",;ctly rour;ne. The
}',in,c Mini"•• outlined 'he .dmini".. ti,'e .nd fin.rlci.1 policies
or ,he go""nmen!; nO men,ion ,,'a. m.r1e of ,he army'. dem.",1



, ..""G 'TA ASb Til" T...."O ....."" "
10' ,"'.., n<"W <li"i,ion" 'he i»u. ,h.. h.o.! ini,i.lly predpi'''e<! ,be
eTi,i,. The Fin.nce Mini".r in<li"llw ,h., 'he ubin.' planned
'0 10110"" 'he J>Te<4'ding yeu', b"dge'. There "'os no,hing tadic.1
in 'h"'" .petth... no issues 01 impon.nce h.d !>cen ,..i;ed. Bu,
politi.. ~nd pl.n, "'••• no longe. ,he oppo;i,ion'. point 01 .u.ck,
Th..... ""er. no'" ,he large. i"ue, 01 poli,iul philosophy .nd on
,h..., ,h. """Ie "" •• joine<!.

A .poke>m.n 01 'he Seiyia"i rOl.C nlll '0 ques'ion ,he Mini,·
tOrs bu' '0 in'lui.e why 'he Imperi.1 Re.",ip' del.ying 'he 0l",n.
iug 01 'he Di., h..1 nO' bttn ro"n'e...igned b)' ei'her. Mini.tel
nl S.... or 'he Lo.d l'.ivy Se.1. FUrlhe.m<Jrt', .. hy ""d nlll 1"'
,-;"u. Impe.i.1 Decrees •.....-'ed '0 by K..",n bttn cou'"e.
.ignedl A",I ""ho requ"led Ihe Emperor '0 i""e 'h"'" .....ip",
K.""r", expl.n.. ioru did n"lhing 10 uli.ly the nppo;idon .nd
Ihe ft>Qlul;on 01 no-c"nlidence "'.. introduce<! which .e.d in
p.n: "Prince K...",.. T.ro. h... in re<ei,'ing hi••ppoin,men'.
f'''luenlly 'roubled Ihe So"ereign [10' .....i""]. . .bu;ed hi'
ollici.1 po",er 10 rai'" • p.i''''le party, .u.pended Ihe Die' in a
..·.mon m.nner, j"" al lhe poinl 01 i" opening.... H. i.
acling ag.in" Ihe 'me p.incipal 01 'he Con"i'lllioll.1 Go"ern
menl a",1 pUlling obo..d .. in 'he pall> 01 ,he rounlry'. admin·
i."o,ion... :'"

The "pposi,i"n h.d m.d. its m,,"e and i' "0. f"!lowed b,
charge••nd rou",erch.rges amid gro",ing disorrlcr olld 1'C<Jue",
imenupli"n•. K.u"", w•••<cu;ed 01 ne,... h..'ing co'mni"ed •
con"i,u,ion.1 ac' .nd employing Ihe Ihrone ••••hield 10 hi,le
behin<l, !lelo.e lite r....lulion roul<l be 1'''' '0 • 'Ole, K."u",
.e,ed_ A' ,:~'O ......n Imperi.l "rder "'•• i""ed .u.pen<liIlR 'he
Di.. lor fi," <I.),.,

During ,h. in'......l OO'h .i<l,.. org.ni,..1 ,hemICh-.. lor ,It.
nex' enroun'er. K'liu" lonn.]ly inougun'ed 'he V6Jhihi al
an imp....ive g>lheTing .. 'he I"'peri.l Hmel "" Febr"ary .,
Eigh'l'-<>ne member; 0/ 'he Di., .Ild .11 of ,h. Mini"e.. 01 SlOle
came '0 he.r K."",.. m.ke hi. nand. In hi. rem.rk, he c1.imed
.xperi."tt ""i'h polili..) panic. on Ihe ""'i. 01 h... ing lorme<!
coaliIM"" ""i,h pani.. during hi. pTe,iou. mini..ries. Sound con·
"i,u,i<",a) go,·emmen'. he .<lmiue<!. rC<Juired 'he "rg.ni,.. ion
01 I'""i...n<l 'he prol"'r ",omen, had arrived '0 10'''' • ne'"
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p<Tf!l'"'''' P'''y. O,h<t spnk<n all.ckcJ ,he ron-Iuel of 'he op
position I'n,i"" ,,,,I • SciyH"j ,ldcCl<l' chided hi, ex..-ollc.guc.
lor 'n"",lueing 3 no<onfidcncc motion. Meanwhile, Ill•., m«:'·
jog> ct..",hcrc in Tokyo .dd.....seJ by ,he op"""i.i,,,, leader, in
,he Oi•• gcncn,,:d 'n cnth",i..,m .nd an .~ci'crncnl "'hieh lore_
loki danger.

0" the day 1"15"'" .<1llrc>K<1 ,he inaugural m,cli,,~ "I hi.
new pal'y. he Ie'" , m....ge '" 0<1'''''''3, lie »ked i.,m ,~"".
.. P,..iden, of ,he Pri.y Coundl. '0 medi... [he imp.... :n the
Hou~ of Rcp<.""n,.'i"e<, Aller "iffl)' r<pll'ing ,h., ",he IU""lion
of ,he P,..id.rlt 01 ,he l'tiYl" Council is '0 respon<1 '0 'he ."m·
mons of ,he [mpero, .nd not miK in ,h. poli,ic.1 lUr'n,oil:'"
ram.g.l. did .dmi, ,h.t hi. position 3. 3n Elder S''''c"r."" "
qui,,..l him 10 ..."me some «..p"",Jbili,y. :"e"'s read,;n~ him
lTOm ,he upilOl ollhe I.,,,,, de,·etopmen" uu~1 him ,n~jeIY,

,n he ollered 10 go '0 Tokyn. Bu' in ,he end Ka'",n n",er .e·
'.I>1<d ,hi< nner; hc ,elOned 10 Olher ,ne.n•.

Ka"n,... i",'il",l So;onji 10 hi. ,,,,id,,n,c and '1'1"""1ed ,n him,
lo"h ., 1""ler t>f Ihe Sc:,),,;lla, .ml .. an ...,,,,,m,,1 ,'CICnn ",,<:0
m.n It>r.1 It> 'he t:mp<:ror, <0 hO\'e Ih" no-wnldence "",'ion
".i,hdTa,.-n. In hi, ,,·jly manner. K,"uTa remind..1 Saionji 01 Im,.
he h.d, si" lloon,h, belore. joincd in urging KatinTa '0 enler Ihe
<oun and how i1\ Ikttn,b<:t, hc h.d encouTO~1 him to .«ume
'he p,ime mini"e..hi". He "'enl on '0 .~.k "f ",««Jcn, ',>r
'''''lu'''ling Imperial au,hori,y '0 break de.dlorb in ,he Vie' .
.<;Oi"n]; ".•• cle"ly plared on ,he dde",i'·e. bu, in ,he fa"" of ,hi.
"r""ure .n,1 Ihe un,h.nging ."ilu,le of his p.ny .,"" i,'e•. hc
,ledi"ed 10 T"'''mme",l Ihat 'he mOL ion be ",i,hdn,,-,..

Ka"uTa had anticipated ,he reje"i"n and h.d ",cpored hi,
nexl ."e!,. Saionji "'a. now called 10 ,he Pal••e, ,,'lte'e ,he Em·
peror lol,l him of hi. decp ,'o"ccrn O"CT ,he ,rouble. ,,'hid, or·
.11"..1 i,. Ihe Hnu,e 01 Ropn:,enla,i"'" "'hile ,he Cou" ""I< "ill
in m""rning !o,- hi, 1'''0 r."hcr. He a,k..1 tit., Sa;onji make
e,e'y ello" to ","Ie ,he di'l'uI. and ,elie"e hi, a,."ie'l-. II "..,
",,,I• .-I'.T Ih.1 Ihe ""o"bl.,'" ..(......d '0 ,he n<~wnr.den,-emo
,i"n. "'g.in Ka ISU'" h.d ,esorted '0 Ihe ultima 'e poli,i,al "-"pon,
,h. [mpe,o,', '<:<lu"" had pl><ed .~aionji in • mool ,lltI-'cult posi.
,ion. Bu' if K.""," Ihough, ,lte de.dlork "'", broken he ",,,,,



haH hUll ,hocL",1 Ly ,he "ext .1:,1'" ,le,·.I"pme""
".,,,,r," <lapc':I1e poli,i",,1 m,,,.u".n h,.l ,11"",,,,d 10, t,~,

"""}. ~li, u'" 01 Imp.rial au,hority hod .,olJ$a1 "iolent ",,,,I·
taCn" h,'orlng .n end 10 .,bitr",}' oligo,chy: hi. fran,ic .nun.
'0 buil<l.uppoTl 'h,ough • n.,.,,· political!-,atty had anlagoni,c,1
con"'''''.,i,·. burcau,",,; hi, trick.ry h.d angerC\l Y.",ag".' 0"
,hc one hand hc aClC\l ,no,. orbi"oril}' ,n,1 >ttog'",ly than ,he
",nior olig..ch; on thc mhcr, hc ,,,ull,,1 a, • pol;I;c.1 1'"r'}'
le.dc, "'I,hollt 'n e1f"",I'·e1'"H}·. "Hc h.. ruinC\l con"itution,1
go.....nm.nt:· ,hou,.d ,he opl""i'lon; "lit ha, ,ur,cnMr,,1 '"
rop,,!>r go"".",n"nt:· «1",1 ,h. burn""",,,. To th..., opp",ing
opinion' ,,'., no", '0 be addC\l. in thc .c,iom oJ Admi..1 \',ma·
mo,o. thc in,ligo>lion of the n..'y,S.""m, fanion. A, a loy. I
,ubj«,. S.ionji belic"C\l he h.d no choice but '0 o<cedc '0 ,h.
Emp"o" ,,'i.ha. Ru, hi. 1'"rty folio...·.... ....c•• nO' p,.p....1 t"
!>en,1 '" "."u... ·• r.'luat: 'he)' 1.11 th.. Soinnji', ,.. igo.. in" .
• 11 th,t ".,. call..l for .nd ,h.t ,h. nn·confidence ,,,,,,lu,ion i"'t....
<luu,1 in th. Ho",e of R.p,...n"'i,'c, ,ho"I<I not be "'ithd,.,,·,,.
S"yUol ",.",ben ".,. Slrcngthc".d in ,hcir d.te""i""ion br
,nothet ,1el'dopme",.

E>rly nn th. morning of t·cb,u.,y 10. ,h. ,I.y th. Ui", ".;"
tn reopen. Admiral Yom.moto.•n '0"'. t/' di",,,,, th" politi,.1
,i,,,a,ion " th. Co"rt, ,udMnl}' ch'Jlg",1 hi, mind ."d ,,'en, r,,,,
'0 ".IS"...·• ".idence. In a .hor, bu, e'pl",i.·c m.."ing, Yam.·
mow .«,,"'-.1 "a""...., "'cll as Y.m.g.... of b,inging .bo", a
··n"ion.1 ..Iamity" and ,hen .h.mefully .hifting 'apon,iblll'}'
'0 ..... ionji."" \·.m.",o,o 'h",.upon odvi>Cd Ko"ur. In raign, Th.
b"cr dcni",1 ,h.. h" had brough, di'grace '" ,h" n.. ion: ar·
kno...'JC\lged ,hat h. might h,,'. mad. a mi"ake in applying p'''.
,ure on Saionji, Lut pto,a,rtl ,h.. he had no great ."aeh",e",
10 ,he prim. mini"...hip and "'o"hl be glad HI ,aigo. H"'inll
dra ....n ,hi'"''"m.''' f",m 'hc Prim. Minj>lcr, \'.m.moto mov.d
On quickly to all on Sajnnji, H. found Saionji at $";Y~.Q; h••d.
,[',at'c... in. ",ecting ...·i'h >Om. t,,·o hundre<! Uict "",o,ben in·
,,,h'e<! in • di"'u"iol\ of ,h. I""i,io" ,heir party .hould ..kc.
Saionji h.d .hcady infOlmC\l the P,I."e th.. hc "'.. resigning
as hc.d of 'hc p.Tty.•nd he ...... now .dmoni.hing hi. "orr••gue,
nO( '0 be ",'.ye<! toy momentary feeling< .nd ,hink c."full}" o[
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'hc ,lcc;'lon 10 bt matlc. Uc ~xl'l.incoJ ,h., h~ m,,>! "locy Ih~

Emperor; h~ c"rour>gcd c~u,ion: but hc lIid nOI d~m~n" .gree
m~nl. Wh~n V.m.molD 'Hi>'ct! 10 infonn Ih~ p.arty "'~" 01 K.,
.u.. ·• willin8"CO' '0 mig'" h~ imru~di.,ely "r~O\glh~nal ,h~

"",ilion of ,he ",.jo,ily 1"""'1" "'ho "'~r~ ll~l~nnined '0 h",'~

Ihc p.rly .dh~r~ 10 a l'"liq "f open opl""il;on. In Ih..., <ireum·
>l~"<"". Ih~ <lcci.i"n ".•• l~k~" nOI '0 gi>'~ up or ;n "'y w.y
modjfy 'h~ tighl 10 defea' Kauun

Long befo", ,h~ o,,~ o'clock o!'"ni"g. ,""w,l. h,d beguo to

g..h~r ou"ide ,h~ Die, b"ildin& '0 ,hOll' .g.i"" ,he gm'~rn"""",

,nd d~mon"r~le II"i, ,uppo" of ,he oppo.i,ion. A. Ihe <",,,'J•
•w~lI~d ."d became """~ boi,,~rou. ,I\( l'0li<~ maio,.i"",1 o,dcr
"'ilh :KIm~ Jilli<uhy. Wh~n inlorm3lion ,.~<hct! ,h~ «0..-11. lh.,
"'''''''. beuulC hc h.d ,ecci,'ed "0 ."''''~, from lhe S~iy.a",

'0 his llern.nd ,h., 'hc n<>o<onfio.!rn<c rcsolu,i"" be "'i'hd.....".
had again ,uspenlled ,h~ Hou~. Ih~y bec.mc u"nl>n'geable.
~la.. ,iOling qui<kly 'l',ead from lh. e"';I0'" of Iht Di~,

RuilJing '0 Olh~r pa", 01 Tokyo. [n..g..l mobs >l"",,,,1 ,h.
reoid.n<:a 01 <~bin~, mini,,,,n. d~moli.hct!I'r<>-go'·~rnm~tl1n~"...

paper plan", o,'cnu,ncoJ ~"d burn~d poli<c boxes, ,\ltor ~,-~nl

peopl. had been killed and ...;dc'l'r~.d dam.gc h,,1 bee" eao;etL
mil;,.ry ,~i"forc~mc""..-erc <ailed 001 '0 'lucll Ihc di"",b.o."c...
,\hnl hundr..h ...~,.., ar'~"ct! '00 by mid"ighl ,he gr~", <ily
"... qu;.'; Ihc ~'''l'lioll had died down bu, K'tlur. ,,-.. d.-.ornoo.l.

Al ,he h.igl" of ,h~ r;ot K..,,, .. had m., ...ilh hi. <:thine, in
an extraortlin.ry mee,illg in ,he m.1 lluilding. H. inform..1 hi.
mi"i,,",, of hi, desire to ,.. ign all,l hi, ded,;on 10 j"IOl'ln Ihe
Thron~. O"e F.bn.. ry 11 the K."un gm'ernmenl fell. ending lhe
,tw>rl." minimy ill 1>1"''''' hj$lo,~. On Ihe thirtee",h ,.h.n Ih~

Diel ,..,con"~"od. dlc S<iytikai INd~....mid ch.,. .. and >1'Pl>u",.
tr;umph.ntly wllod lo.u.pend Ih. D,el un,1I " n.'" <ahi".. h3l1
boen fonned.

Wilh K..,un', .....'gn.. ion. lhe <Ti,i. mn"od 10 the e"d 01 i"
I~" "~ge. V.maga13 had a,,:<,ou,l~ o!>se,-.,'ed ,heoe ...·~nl$ Imm IIi,
\'illa .. Odawa.. ,incc KalSu,a had n~"er <3l1od him '0 Ih~ capi.
lal for hi. ad,i<e. When h. heard the ne"" he ,.ma,kod, "il was
"' if K,,,ur> hanged hjn<",Jf in hi. p'i"". <h.mber."" When
l·am'g.la finally arri,od ;n Tok}'o il ".•, nol to rcon.e "'''un



bu' '" .elec' hi....«.-..or. Stting Kal... ra al lhe 1·.I'ce. Vam.·
ga.. exl>r~ hi. di.ple.... re "'ilh ,he e,'cn" 01 lhe I"e,·;o",
days a<Wing. .. , rCgJel lh.. y<>" h"'e btf,n 00 impe,uow."ft

The r.n.le of ,he T.i.h6 cri.i. ,,·a. ,he .election of Admiral
Vamamolo C<>mbei •• ,he next l'rimc Min'<ler. Thi. ",a, a nat·
.. ral selection "nce Vam.molt> h.d ...pport"'" ,he Seiyuh; in
defeating K..... ra .nd "'" ."..r"'" ,h.. ,he porty """,,Id ... pport
hi. m'nistry. For Vamaga,a " "'.o. no, ,hc mos, desirable choice.
b.. , .f,er ,he nartling de"elopmenlS of lhe prc,·io.., forty..,igh,
ho......ntI also bec...se lhe Mlllini h.d been Ia,,,rably ron.idered
in December by lhe cider "atesmen beforc " ..... r. "'a, ordered
'0 form .. g<>,·ernmem. he "'•• prep.red to >ccep' hi. nomino,ion,

COKCLUSIOK

As the poli,ical '''''o<phere. ,,'hich h.d been SO highly dJ.rgcd
for o,'cr .,"'y do)'•. "'IS ne.."ali,ed .nd lhc T.i.h6 cri.i. pa""'-.!
in,o h'<lory. ,·..ying '11lerprctalions of ,ts .ignificance ,,'ere e,,·
pr...sed. Onc comempoury claim<:d ,hal "one 0/ those <rises ha,
been re.ched ,n J.pan·, history ",hi<h mark lhc end of a poll'ic.l
peri<>ti..... Manifeslly .11 lhc major componem, 0/ j.l>;1n...., I'"
lili",,1 I,le h.d become ,n,,,!I'<:d in ,he cri,is: lhe Emperor. 'hc
gen'6, the ci,'il .nd mil',.ry b .. re cr.cy .nd f."ion. ",i,h,n
them. the popular pol,tiral par'i nd • l.rge segmen' of lhc
popul.. ion of Tokyo. lI"rea..cr,'ic po",er, s«n fin, in ,he army'.
dem.nd which led 1o ,he do",nfall 0/ lhe S.aionji rabine, .nJ
Ihen in K..... ra·. br'<en ..I( 0/ Imperial ,,,,hori'Y....., ..."'......
f .. lly chaJleng<:d by popular poli'ic.1 pari'.... I-.. blic opinion,
aroused by pony leaden Jrtrrm,nt:d ""'0 ..feguard ,he Go""i.
, .. tion" had n"'er been SO ...""""f..1 in de"roying • cabincl.
K.u..... "'" ,he m.in '.rgcl, b.. , r....,nlmenl "'IS direc,ed .ga'n"
.rbi,ury bure'ucr.,ic ronlroL mo<, lreq ..emly .""",..ed wi,h
V.m.gata'. pol"ic.1 heh..'ior.

So Yomagat. "" •• ,he .ymbol ol ,he ill ",hich lhc rcmo"ol 0/
Ka<sura "'a, expec'ed '0 cure. The poli'ic.l po"ies ",hich had
fough, '0 lim" ,he ... ,hority 0/ ,he bureaucracy had re..hed
,heir gJra'es' "reng,h. The OPl""ition h.J m"m"ned wi,h ,''c'
cess ,h., ,here ""ere I,m,,, to ,he ..I( of Imperi.1 " ....e" ..nJer a
eon""",io"ol Mon.rchy. Un"eJ .ction .ga'n" ,he force. mu.·



'cr"d ~' K."ura enabl",l ,he .n,i.gowmm"n, parti... '0 sur·
moulll ,he ubi,r"ry uS(; 01 bure.ucr.,ie pOl,'er. Thi, 'UCttU gO"e
,he I',rtie. new <"Onf~lenee ,n<l 10r.,.h.dOl,·ed 'he day they would
control polilicd power independently.

Yet 'hei, ";"o'y had 00' t>ttn ulll;o",lit;on.1. It W's • Sa,·
'um' admi<ol ;ll,cr..tcd in curbing the poli,ie.l power of ,he
.rmy who became ,he firs, minister. I\hhough .uppor,o<! by lhe
!i<iy'ihi .nd modera,e1y sympathetic ,owanl it. Y.mamoto w",
by no mc,,,,.n adhcrcn' of ,he principle 01 party go'·crnmen ..
!k<"a..>e 01 ,hi. 'he unity of 'hc ,,," major p.rties which helped
'0 ddeat the go"emmen, '01'" de"roycd. O",ki Yukio Ielt ,he
S.iy,1*ai .<Tu.ill~ the pany' of ha"ing ...,Id nUl '0 ,he S."uma
betion which. h.n<l in h,,,<I wi,h Ch....hiJ olig.rd". had long
block",1 l",li,ic.1 progr..... One new'I~'per friendly In O",ki
Yukin <Iecl..ed. ··.·ifly d')"1 shou'ing .nd hu"ling h.s ''''uhcd
in. come-I)" of ,ubmi"ion '0 ,he bu,e.ucu... , . :'ZI The T.ishti
cri,;" in the 1>S! .n.II"i•. ,epr...,n,o<! • ,kinni<h uther ,ha" •
dcc:i.ive b.uk in dte camp.igo lor ,h" in.uguution 01 pany
r;abine". Fi"e y..... ""ere '0 1"" before ,hat campaign would be
won.

Vamag ', p",t in the T.i,hl) cri,i, w•• an ;mportan, one
from ...· 1 poiol$ of ,·it,,·. H" .Ione .mong the elder sta'eomen
gave .uppor' '0 th••nny·, dem.nd. which lw '0 tl>t coll.pse or
SJionji', cabin" .. H. WaS m.... ' .... ponsibl. lor ,h" ",Icction or
Ka"ura. whieh amused f,erce political hOSlility. In both d",'el·
opm.nu ,he .xten, 0/ Yamaga,.·s innucu<e wa, patently gre>t:
but in 'he nex, ''01'0 "ag.. 01 ,he cri,i. ,he limits of hi, au,hori,y
wcr. equ.lIy dear. V.m.gata wa. nn, .bk ,n .1£<:<;, ,h. poli,ical
maneHe.. K."ura d,oS(; ,n m.ke: fr""ing hi",,,,lf from ,.n,,'
pr""'ure: inaugurating. new 1""1': ."d in"oking r",pe,ial po"'er
'0 '''''''1'' to defeat ,h. ,(lad of 'he pani.. in the Hou", of
Reprcocnlali'·e.. Yamagata di,appro,'cd of these ,actics but h~

""0' un.ble to modify or h.lt ,hem
Thu., ,hrough ,h~ Tai,hl) cti,i, we Call se" bo,h ,h. "'~I1g1h

.",1 ,,'..kn.., 01 hm.gata', poli,ie.1 innu~nc~. Th" cri,i, did
repr...,1t! • stage in ,he slow course loward r<:spo",ibl~ pant'
gQ'·crnme11l. and con'-cr",ly. a ,....kening in Y."'.ga..·••bilj,y
'0 ,e"ersc ,h:" cou,,"_ Bu' ,h. d.im ,hat Ya""g'" and o,her



'·.''''M:ATA A"D THE TA,mO ....." ..

,l:r,,,,l ha,1 been wnlign"d '0 obli"ion ",a, '0 p'o,'e hollow. [n ,he
,mmediue '($OI",ion of ,he 1'.;,hl> etili, the ,ole .nd the im·
porl.n<e of ,he genyl> 10'", romp'I'3,i,'ely "nh,mltd, II wal pre.
maWre '0 '''ppose Iha' Yam.gala and the elder <la'tomen h.d
been ,ide, ...ded f'om lhe: main line of political power. Ahhough
,he na''''e of ,he e,i,i, (o,eshadolo'ed the open and mo,e e<j"aJ
ronlto' be,ween Ihe major roli'ica] lo.ces in the 1920',. the de·
"e1opmen, of mOTe gen"ine parli.men,",)" gO"(:rlllnen' wo"l<l
again be .e.. t<J,,1 bl 'Ile dedining bu,"ill con,idetoble poJi,ical
inRuence of Vamag"," .....i'omo.
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